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NGS Resear ch Standards

From the Editor:
I I istory Day 2003 was a great success

and enjoyed by all. Several historical

re-enactors, many of whom were
honored asHistory Heroes, brought aspecial sense
of the past to the event. Information on 2003
History Hero Awards is available a
http://www.wvculture.org/history/hisher03.html.
Past years’ winners are posted at
http://www.wvculture.org/history/histhero.html.
The next History Day at the Legidature isaready
scheduled for January 29, 2004.

Now that spring isfinally here, many familieswill
be cleaning up cemeteries and decorating graves.
For hintsand remindersfor working in cemeteries
refer to West Virginia Archives and History News,
September 2001 issue. You will find all issues of
the newsletter on our Web site under the Archives
section.

RESEARCH STANDARDS

In recent newsletter articles, such as The Internet
or the Library? (August 2002), After You Find It
on the Net, Then What? (August 2002),
Contrasting Search Methods (October 2002), and
Primaryand Secondary Resour ces(October 2002),
we have emphasized the importance of
determining the source of information, evaluating
its accuracy, and documenting the source of
specific data. We now offer the Research

Standards of the National Genealogy Society
(NGYS) as further guidelines for improving both
your genealogical and higorical research skills,
therefore increasing the accuracy of your end
results.

NATI ONAL GENEALOGI CAL
SOCI ETY ( NGS)

Geneal ogi cal Standards

PLEASE NOTE: These Geneal ogi cal
St andards are recommended by t he Nati onal
Geneal ogi cal Society. The NGS recomends
St andards and Gui delines for the benefit
of those who wish to inmprove their skills
and performance in genealogy. NGS is
neit her an accrediting nor an enforcement
agency, and does not determ ne whether
its recommendati ons are being followed in
any particul ar case. These
recomnmendat i ons have served their purpose
when an individual decides that the
St andar ds and Gui del i nes have or have not
been applied in a matter of personal
i nterest.

NGS wel cones links to its Standards and
Gui del i nes on other web sites, or their
reproduction by others, as permtted by
the copyright notice, but such support
fromothers doesn't assure that their web
sites or works conformto the recommended
St andards or Guidelines. Should such a
claim be made, it is a matter for each
i ndi vi dual to consider, and to take
what ever action seenms appropriate froma
personal standpoint.

NGS Geneal ogi cal Standards


http://www.wvculture.org/history/hisher03.html
http://www.wvculture.org/history/histhero.html
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Remenberi ng al ways that they are engaged
in a quest for truth, famly history
researchers consistently--

o record the source for each item of
information they collect.

0 test every hypothesis or theory
agai nst credible evidence, and reject
those that are not supported by the
evi dence.

o seek original records, or reproduced
i mmges of them when there is reasonable
assurance they have not been altered, as
the basis for their research concl usi ons.

0 use conmpilations, communi cations and
publ i shed wor ks, whet her paper or
electronic, primarily for their value as
guides to locating the original records,
or as contributions to the critical
analysis of the evidence discussed in
them

0 state something as a fact only when
it is supported by convincing evidence,

and identify the evi dence when
communi cating the fact to others.
olimt with words |ike "probable" or

"possi bl e" any statement that is based on
| ess than convincing evidence, and state
the reasons for concluding that it is
probabl e or possible.

o avoid m sl eadi ng other researchers by
either intentionally or carel essly
distributing or publishing inaccurate
i nformation.

o state carefully and honestly the
results of their own research, and
acknowl edge all use of other researchers
wor k.

o recognize the collegial nature of
geneal ogi cal research by making their
wor k avail abl e to ot hers t hrough
publication, or by placing copies in
appropriate libraries or repositories,
and by welcomng critical comment.

o0 consider with open m nds new evi dence
or the comments of others on their work
and the conclusions they have reached.

Conscious of the fact that sharing
informati on or data with ot hers, whether
through speech, documents or electronic
media, is essential to famly history
research and that it needs continuing
support and encouragenent, responsible
fam |y historians consistently --

0 respect the restrictions on sharing
information that arise fromthe rights of
another as an author, originator or
compiler; as a living private person; or
as a party to a nutual agreenment.
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0 observe meticulously the |l egal rights
of copyri ght owner s, copyi ng or
distributing any part of their works only
with their perm ssion, or to the limted
extent specifically allowed under the
law' s "fair use" exceptions.

o identify the sources for all ideas,
i nformation and data fromothers, and the
form in which they were received,
recogni zing that the unattri buted use of
anot her's intellectual wor k is
pl agi ari sm

o0 respect the authorship rights of
senders of letters, electronic mail and
data files, forwarding or dissem nating
them further only with the sender's
perm ssion.

o i nformpeopl e who provide i nformation
about their famlies as to the ways it
may be used, observing any conditions
t hey i mpose and respecting any
reservations they may express regarding
the use of particular items.

0o require some evidence of consent
before assumng that |iving people are
agreeabl e to further shari ng of
i nformati on about themsel ves.

o] convey per sonal identifying
informati on about |I|iving people-—ike
age, home addr ess, occupation or
activities--only in ways that those
concerned have expressly agreed to.

0 recognize that |legal rights of
privacy may limt the extent to which
information from publicly avai l abl e
sources may be further used, di ssem nated
or published.

o communi cate no i nformation to others
that is known to be false, or without
maki ng reasonable efforts to determ ne
its truth, particularly information that
may be derogatory.

0 are sensitive to the hurt that
revel ations of crimnal, immoral, bizarre
or irresponsible behavior may bring to
famly members.

Recommended by the National Geneal ogical
Soci ety, http://ww. ngsgeneal ogy. or g/
comst andsound. ht m

© 1997, 2002 by National Geneal ogical
Society. Perm ssion is granted to copy or
publish this material provided it 1is
reproduced in its entirety, including
this notice.

NEW TITLES
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Businesses of the Past: 2003 Calendar:
KYOWVA Genealogca Society, no date.
Society of Mayflower Descendantsin the State
of Wisconsin: 1901-2001: The Society, no date.
Index to Obituariesin The Parke sburg News:
1930-1939: Wes Cochran, 2003.

Doddridge County WV 1930 Cenaus. Wes
Cochran, 2003.

Clay County WV 1930 Census. Wes Cochran,
2003.

Final Environmental Impact Statement: AEP
765kV Transmission Line: U.S. Forest Service,
et al, 2002.

Record of Decision: AEP 765kV Transmission
Line: U.S. Forest Service, et al, 2002.

Annual Evaluation Report for the Regulatory
and Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation
Programs Administered by the State of West
Virginia: Office of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement, for the years 1991, 1992, 1993.
The Self-Sufficiency Standard for West
Virginia: Diana Pearce with Jennifer Brooks,
2002.

Guideto TheArchivesin the Connecticut State
Library: The Library, 2002.

Potbelly School Tales: Stanley “Judd” Anderson.
Note: Compilation of artides written by members
of theWest VirginiaAssociation of Retired School
Employees, 2002.

John Warwick Daniel (late a senator from
Virginia) Memorial Addresses: United States61*
Congress, 1911.

Juvenile Mental Arithmetic: John F. Stoddard,
[1865].

The Pennsylvania-German: A Monthly
Magazine of Biography, History, Genealogy,
Folklore, Literature, etc., Volume X, July 1909,
No. 7: edited by H. W. Kriel, 1909. Note: Single
issue containing articleon Hans Joest Heydt.
The Case of the United States, to belaid before
the Tribunal of Arbitration..[Alabama
Claimsg]: 1872.

Ladies Birthday Almanac: The Chattanooga
Medicine Co., for years 1936, 1938, and 1939.
Professional Record of Rader and Associates
The firm, 1965.
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TheEoff Family in the United States: Robert W.
Eoff, pamphlets dating 1901-1906.

Ohio County (WV) Index, Volume 10: Card
Index to all Ohio County Courts CaseFiles &
Loose Papers, Part 3, 1837-1841: Kenneth
Fischer Craft, Jr., 2002.

Bicentennial 1776-1976, Belle, W. Va.: Belle
Woman's Club, [19767].

West VirginiaMemoriesof President Kennedy:
Ken Hechler, 1999 reprint of 1965 edition.
TheStatesand Their Older Citizens: Council of
State Governments, [1955].

Regional Cooperation in Higher Education:
Board of Control for Southern Regional Education,
1949.

In Memoriam: Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite of Free Masonry, Orient of West Virginia,
Valley of Wheeling. Note: Memorial pages and
eulogiesfor deceased members dated 1905-1919,
aswell asissuesof A. & A. S. R. Bulletin, 1917-
20.

With GratitudetoEvaHubbard: A Celebration
of Women Artistsat West Virginia University:
Lillian J. Waugh, [1991].

American Markets for American Labor:
Speech of Hon. Nathan Goff, of West Virginia,
intheHouse of Representatives, April 27, 1888:
Government Printing Office, 1888.

A Look at Two Jackson County TennesseePost
Offices and the Mail During the Pre-1850
Stampless Period: Tennessee Genealogy and
History article, 1998. [Pamphl et]

Bledsoe County Tennessee Soldiers of the
American Revolution: TennesseeGenealogy and
History article, 1998. [Pamphl et]

Lincoln County, Tennessee: 1836 Civil Districts
and Tax Listings. Tennessee Genealogy and
History article, 1998. [Pamphl et]

1820 Stewart County, TN Census. Tennessee
Genealogy and History article, 1998. [Pamphl et]

RootswWeb Relationship Chart

http://ww. rootsweb. com ~rwgui de/ chart _
relations. htm

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD


http://www.rootsweb.com/~rwguide/chart_
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On April 12, the National Park Service will
sponsor a Gathering on the Underground
Railroad, 9:30 am.-1:30 p.m., in Cumberland,
MD. The goa is for participants to share
information on resources and programs related to
resistance to slavery in Western Maryland and
nearby West Virginiaand Pennsylvania. For more
information, contact Jenny Masur, (202) 690-5166,
Oor jenny_masur@nps.gov.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

PLEASE CHECK OUR WEB SITE
(http: //mww.wvculture.org/history) FOR GENEALOGICAL
and HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND FOR MORE COMPLETE
INFORMATION ON ACTIVITIES LISTED BELOW.
“SHAPING THE CAPITOL COMPLEX: CASS
GILBERT, INC.": Collection of photographs and
documents on display in the Archives and History Library
and on the Archives and History Web site.

BLUE AND GRAY DINNER, APRIL 10: Dennis Frye,
speaker, on the Civil War movie, “Gods and Generals,”
Independence Hall, Wheeling.

MID-OHIO VALLEY GENEALOGY FAIR, APRIL 12:
Wood County Library, Parkersburg.
GATHERINGONTHEUNDERGROUND RAILROAD,
APRIL 12: National Park Service, Cumberland, MD.
RESEARCHING YOUR IRISH & SCOTS-IRISH
ANCESTORS, APRIL 29: Free workshop**, Dunbar
Branch Library, KanawhaCounty Libraries, (304) 766-7161.
EARLY VIRGINIALAND RECORDS, 1620-1865,M AY
3: Freeworkshop* *, St. Albans Branch Library, Kanawha
County Libraries, (304) 722-4244.
AFRICAN-AMERICAN GENEALOGICAL
RESEARCH IN VIRGINIA RECORDS, MAY 3: Free
workshop**, St. Albans Branch L ibrary, Kanawha County
Libraries, (304) 722-4244. **Registration required,
VANDALIA GATHERING, MAY 23-25: Capitol
Complex, Charleston.

MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 26: The Library will be closed.
WEST VIRGINIA DAY, JUNE 20: The Library will be
open.*

INDEPENDENCE DAY, JULY 4: The Library will be
closed.

LABOR DAY, SEPTEMBER 1: The Library will be
closed.

*Only the ArchivesLibrarywill be staffed--all other Archives
officeswill be closed. The State Museum will be open any
time the Archives Libray is open. The West Virginia
Library Commission Library inThe Cultural Centerisclosed
weekends and all holidays.
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ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
STAFF

Fredrick Armstrong: Director
DebraBasham: Archivist (photographs, special collections)
Constance Baston: Researcher (Veterans Memorial

Archive)

Greg Carroll: Historian (Civil War, Native American
history)

Dick Fauss: Archivist (microfilm and moving images
collection)

Elaine Gates: Library Assistant (microfilming and
microfilm repairs)

Joe Geiger: Assistant Director (Historian, Web page)

Ed Hicks: Photographer (archival photography, darkroom)

Mary Johnson: Historian (West Virginia History)

Terry Lowry: Library Assistant (Civil W ar)

Cathy Miller: Library Assistant (WV State documents,
periodicals)

Sharon Newh ouse: Secretary

Harold Newman: Library Assistant (microfilming,
Revolutionary W ar)

Pat Pleska: Manager of the VeteransMemorial Archive

Susan Scouras: Librarian (cataloging, Kentucky, library
collection, newsletter editor)

Jaime Simmons: Library Assistant (records of the 1700's
and early 1800's Pennsylvania)

Bobby Taylor: Library Manager

Nancy Waggoner : Office Assistant

Working on special projects: Allen Fowler.

Volunteers: Carolyn Conner, Bill Kelley, AngelaTolbert,

and Bob and Lucile Foster.

This newsletter is apublication of :
The Division of Culture and History
Archives and History
The Cultural Center
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305-0300
(304) 558-0230
Nancy P. Herholdt, Commissioner
Permission to reprint articles from West Virginia Archives and
History Newsisgranted, provided: (1) Thereprintisnot usedfor
commercial purposes, and (2) the following notice appears at the
end of the reprinted mateaial: Previously published in West
VirginiaArchives and History News, [V olume and issue numbers],
[Month, Year], a publication of the West Virginia Division of
Culture and History.
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