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Think you have finished your family history, or that you know all there 
is to know about your West Virginia hometown or county? Think you can 
search the Internet free and subscription sites to find everything you want 
to know? Think again! The West Virginia Archives and History Library 
holds many resources that are not available on the Internet, and if they 
ever are made available online, it will be years from now. A few examples: 
our Manuscript, Photograph and Special Collections; Virginia Legislative 
Petitions on microfilm; unpublished family histories; statewide marriage 
index (1921-1991); and newspapers for all 55 counties as far back as could 
be found and up to the present day (newspapers for only six towns are listed 
for NewspaperArchive, for example, many dating only from the 1950s 
forward).  The most important assets of the Library are our experienced 
staff members who are dedicated to both preserving resources for you and 
making them accessible to you. Call us, write us, come see us!

Archives and History Annual Showcase

Archives and History News
 is available on the 

Archives and History Web site
http://www.wvculture.org/history/

ahnews/ahnews.html

Continued on the next page

Time to Prepare for History Day 2013

Archives 
and 
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From the Editor:
NEWSHistory

The annual West Virginia Archives 
and History Showcase is scheduled 
for Tuesday, December 4, 2012, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Archives and History 
Library and the Great Hall in the 
Culture Center, Charleston. The 
theme for 2012 is “Duty & Honor,” 
and will feature archival materials 
representing West Virginia’s long 
and proud history of military service. 
Please join us to view and discuss 

pieces of West Virginia’s heritage 
preserved by the State Archives 
and made accessible to the public 
through the Archives and History 
Library. Visit our Web site at 
http://www.wvculture.org/history/
annualshowcase.html for photos of 
past Showcase evenings. 
	 Fo r  p l a n n i n g  p u r p o s e s , 
participants are encouraged to 
register for the event, but advance 

registration is not required to attend. 
To register in advance, contact 
Robert Taylor, library manager, by 
e-mail at bobby.l.taylor@wv.gov 
or at (304) 558-0230, ext. 163. 
Participants interested in regis
tering by e-mail should send their 
name, telephone number and the 
event, Archives Showcase. For more, 
contact Archives and History at (304) 
558-0230.

By Mary Johnson

Come celebrate the Seventeenth 
Annual West Virginia History Day 
on Thursday, February 21, 2013. 
The event will be held at the West 
Virginia State Capitol Complex 
during the 1st session of the 81st 
West Virginia Legislature. West 
Virginia History Day is officially 
designated by the West Virginia 
Archives and History Commission 
as a special day to recognize the 

state’s rich and varied history. Other 
co-sponsors of the event are Friends 
of Culture and History, Mining Your 
History Foundation, Preservation 
Alliance of West Virginia, Inc., West 
Virginia Association of Museums, 
West Virginia Historical Society, 
West Virginia Humanities Council, 
and West Virginia Division of Culture 
and History.
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Drs. Kim and Stephen McBride 
gave a talk entitled “Frontier Forts” 
on Thursday, October 25, 2012, 
one of two lectures hosted by 
Archives and History in recognition 
of October as Archaeology Month. 
They were enthusiastically 
received by an audience 
that included historians 
and period re-enactors 
in addit ion to regular 
participants eager to learn 
more about life in the time 
period. The McBrides not 
only described the physical 
features and artifacts of 
for t  s i te  explorat ions 
and  excava t ions ,  bu t 

Continued on the next page

McBrides Presented Entertaining and 
Informative Talk on Frontier Forts

Please make note of these important 
History Day activity dates:

December 31, 2012: Deadline 
for submission of the History 
Hero Nomination Form. Must be 
postmarked or hand-delivered to 
Archives and History by that date. 
A list of History Hero recipients 
from previous years is available 
at http://www.wvculture.org/
history/historyheroalpha.html. 

January 28, 2013: Deadline for 
submission of the Display Space 
Reservation Form.

Interactive PDF’s of these forms are 
available on the Archives and History 
Web site:
•	H i s t o r y  H e r o  N o m i n a t i o n 

Form: http://www.wvculture.
o r g / h i s t o r y / h i s t o r y d a y /
historyheroapplication2013.pdf

•	Disp lay  Space  Reserva t ion 
Form: http://www.wvculture.
o r g / h i s t o r y / h i s t o r y d a y /
historydaydisplayflier2013.pdf 

	 You may submit the completed 
P D F  o f  t h e  D i s p l a y  S p a c e 
Reservation Form electronically 
by e-mail. We suggest that you 
save the completed form to your 
computer first and then e-mail it as 
an attachment. The online History 
Hero Nomination Form cannot be 
submitted electronically and must 
be printed out, signed, and delivered 
by hand or by regular mail via the 
Post Office or other postal carrier. 
In completing the Display Space 
Reservation Form, remember to 
mark if you need electricity or WiFi. 
The availability of these resources is 
limited to certain areas of the capitol 

rotunda, and assignments are made 
on a first come, first served basis. We 
encourage participants to consider 
displays that do not require access to 
one of the few outlets in the display 
areas.

Permission to reprint articles from West Virginia 
Archives and History News is granted, provided: 

(1) the reprint is not used for commercial purposes, and 
(2) the following notice appears at the end of the reprinted 
material: Previously published in West Virginia Archives and 

History News, [Volume and issue numbers], [Month, Year], a publication of the West 
Virginia Division of Culture and History.

	 Also regarding the Display Space 
Reservation Form, in addition to your 
organization name, we must have the 
name, complete mailing address, and 
phone number for your organization’s 

demonstrated their considerable 
professional expertise by providing 
the historical background studies 
and records that aided their searches 
and assisted in interpreting the 
significance of their findings.

“Scratch ‘em and Sue ‘em: Post Civil War 
Legal Issues” Discussed by Dr. Bailey
On November 13, 2012, Dr. Kenneth R. Bailey discussed “Scratch ‘em 

and Sue ‘em: Post Civil War Legal 
Issues” at the monthly Archives 
and History First Tuesday lecture, 
moved to the second Tuesday in 
November due to Election Day. 
“Scratch ‘em” refers to removing, 
or scratching, the names of Civil 
War pension applicants from the 
list of those with proven Union 
service who were eligible to 
receive federal pensions. The 

denied applicants were then often 
sued for their actions against civilians 
and other alleged wrong-doings. Dr. 
Bailey outlined the legal issues that 
arose after the end of the Civil War, 
including a law suit to determine the 
official end date itself.
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Registration for these free workshops is helpful but not required.
Call our office at (304) 558-0230, or e-mail bobby.l.taylor@wv.gov.

Workshops are held 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the West Virginia Archives and 
History Library, The Culture Center, Charleston, West Virginia.

Evening Workshops and Lecture Schedule

January 8, 
2013
Tuesday

February 5,
Tuesday

March 5,
Tuesday

April 2,
Tuesday

May 7,
Tuesday

June 4,
Tuesday

July 2,
Tuesday

August 6,
Tuesday

Dr. Fred Barkey

John Lilly

Dr. Billy Joe 
Peyton

Dr. Charles 
Ledbetter

Russ Barbour

Dr. Karen L. Cox

Joseph A. Comm

Jerry Sutphin

Working Class Radicals: 
The Socialist Party in West Virginia,

 1898-1920 

Goldenseal 

“The History of Charleston” 

“The West Virginia State College Aviation 
Program: Tuskegee Airmen Connection in 

‘The Experiment?’” 

“Reconstructing Bill: The Story of 
Governor William C. Marland”  

“Dixie’s Daughters: United Daughters 
of the Confederacy”

Rock Spring Park 

The Great Kanawha River and River 
Transportation in West Virginia 

Date Conducted by: Subject

contact person.  We are required to 
provide this information to General 
Services before History Day.
	 We will send notification of 
receipt of these forms to the contact 
person. If you do not hear from us 
within two weeks of sending your 
form(s), contact us immediately!  
If you have questions, please 
contact Mary Johnson by e-mail at 
mary.e.johnson2@wv.gov, or at (304) 
558-0230. We look forward to a great 
History Day in 2012.

West Virginia History 
Journal Back Issues 
on Sale
Selected issues of West Virginia 
History are on sale in celebration of 
the Sesquicentennial of West Virginia 
Statehood:

•Volume 43, no. 3 (Spring 1982)
•Volume 43, no. 4 (Summer 1982)
•Volume 44, no. 1 (Fall 1982)
•Volume 44, no. 2 (Winter 1983)

Learn more about five tri-state 
women during the Civil War, read 
letters written to a Fayette County 
resident, and learn about wartime 
Bulltown, John Morgan and gunboats 
at Buffington, and attitudes toward 
politics and the statehood movement. 
Copies are $3.00 each, or only $8.00 
for all four! Volumes 49 to 56 are 
also on sale for $3.00. (Shipping and 
handling are not included for mailed 
orders.) Come into the Archives and 
History Library, or visit our Web 

WVU Basketball Team Followed Championship 
with Military Service
Patricia Richards McClure, an 

Archives  and History 
volunteer  who wri tes 
veterans’ biographies for 
the West Virginia Veterans 
M e m o r i a l  A r c h i v e , 
began to see connections 
between several veterans 
as she researched their 
background stories. She 
found that they had been 
players and staff for the 
West Virginia University 

basketball team that won the 1942 
National Invitational Tournament 
championship,  the pre-NCAA 
tournament that determined the 
national champion in its day. McClure 
discussed her findings and in “The 
1942 WVU NIT-Championship 
Basketball Team: A Tale for Veterans’ 
Day” at the November 15, 2012, 
Genealogy Club presentation, 
explaining each man’s role on the 
team and his subsequent military 
service in World War II.

site at http://www.wvculture.org/
history/publications.html for more 

information or to purchase. Prices 
are subject to change without notice.
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Archives and History Historian 
Greg Carroll Retires
Greg Carroll, a historian who has 
worked at the Archives for 23 years, 
retired at the end of the day on 
October 31, 2012. He was responsible 
for Civil War, Native American and 
African American research inquiries, 
and the handling of the West Virginia 
Union Civil War Medal program that 
distributes unclaimed medals to 
qualified descendants of the original 
veterans. Carroll will continue to 
give presentations occasionally at 
the Archives and History evening 
lecture programs, and will no doubt 
turn up on the newsletter calendar as 
a speaker for non-Archives programs 
in West Virginia. Mary Johnson, also 
an Archives historian and unofficial 

Continued on the next page

The Journey of Fallen Rock: Bill Merical, 2011.
Morgantown: Shannon Colaianni Tinnell, 2011.
Life in the Land of Brush and Whet Rocks: Life in Central West Virginia 
in the Early 1900’s: Ann Hyer Blum, 2011.
The William Amos and Ruth Parsons Kessel Lineage and History: Samuel 
Dalton Kessell and Lola Anita Kessell-Johnson, 1995.
Southampton County: Virginia Publick Claims: Janice L. Abercrombie, 
[1992?].
The Personal Property Tax Lists for the Year 1787 for Southampton 
County, Virginia: Netti Schreiner-Yantis and Florene Speakman Love, 1987.
1790 Albemarle County, Virginia Census: Mountain Press, [n.d.]
The Wise Years: Moving West Virginia into the Future: West Virginia Library 
Commission, 2004.
From Dawn until Dusk: Burl A. Jones, 2010.
America’s Youngest Warriors: Volume II: Ray D. Jackson and Susan M. 
Jackson, editors, 2003.
Silas Soule: A Short, Eventful Life of Moral Courage: Tom Bensing, 2012.
Tales of Chinkapin Creek: Jean Ayer, 2011.
Daniel Boone: Harriet G. Reiter, 1906 [Interesting little pamphlet in the 
“Instructor Literature Series” written for fourth graders.]
Research of Family Names: Book Two: Hoffman, Hovatter, Summers, 
Shahan, Shumate, Smith, Jones, Mancuso, Sutton: Joyce Sutton, 2011.
Brookover Descendants: Donald L. and Brenda K. Brookover, arranged by 
Elizabeth Estlack Mullett, 2012.
Mullett Descendants: Elizabeth Estlack Mullett, 2012.
Missouri Miscellany: State-wide Missouri Genealogical Records: Volume 
1, March 1976: Mrs. Howard W. Woodruff, 1976.
Gone to Missouri: From Whence They Came—To Where & When: Marilyn 
Moore, 1991.
Missouri Pioneers of Jackson County: InfoTech Publications, 1992.
Reitenauer Immigrants: The Early Years: Nana Harwell and Mona McCown, 2001.
The One Hundred and One Best Songs: The Cable Company, c1922.
Songs of the People: Compiled by Jacob Good, W.H. Ruebush and J.H. Ruebush, 
[1911?].
Appalachian Poetry: Clayborn “Squeek” Parker, 1991.
The History of Hyattstown: Dona Lou Cuttler, 1998.
Abstracts of Chancery Court Records of Maryland: 1669-1782: Debbie 
Hooper, 2000.
Michael Bowyer, Sr. & Descendants: Margureitte Flack Ratliff, [n.d.].
African Americans of Jefferson County: Jefferson County Black History 
Preservation Society, 2009.

New Titles

staff photographer, caught Greg 
on his last day as he finished 
packing up his office. We hope 
he keeps his phone charged—
we’ll be calling for research 
advice and book purchase 
suggestions! 

Western Virginia in 
The Encyclopaedia of 
Geography
In our August 2012 issue we published 
an excerpt from The Encyclopaedia of 
Geography: comprising a complete 
description of the earth, physical, 
statistical, civil, and political; 
exhibiting its relation to the heavenly 
bodies, its physical structure, the 
natural history of each country, and 
the industry, commerce, political 
institutions, and civil and social 
state of all nations, by Hugh Murray, 
F.R.S.E., published in three volumes. 
The first edition was published in 
1837. The Archives and History 
Library’s copy is an edition that was 
revised, with additions, by Thomas 
G. Bradford, and published in 1840. 
Following are more excerpts from 
the section on the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, focusing on the western 
portion of the state that in 1863 
became the State of West Virginia, as 
found in Volume III, pages 518-528.  
	 “The rivers of the western 



The Backyard Brawl: John Antonik, 2012.
Zero Day: David Baldacci, 2011. 
Tulsa E. Hinkle: Tulsa E. Hinkle, c2012 by E. Lee Backus.
Dawson O. Cobb Family: Betty Cobb Baughn, 2008.
A Sketch of the Christian & Wilson Families, 1732-1800: Charles E. Talbert, 
1999.
Death Winds Blow on Flat Top Mountain: [author and date unknown].
West Virginia Glass Between the World Wars: Dean Six, 2002.
Viking Glass 1944-1970: Dean Six, 2003.
Cookin’ From Scratch: Time Proven Classics from West Virginia Kitchens: 
Dean Six, 2010, c1995.
Vintage Fayette County: Images of the Past: Dale Payne, 2011.
Historical Events of Clarksburg Long Ago: Forty Old Time Pictures: Tom 
Martin, [1953?].
Seacoast Fortifications of the United States: Emanuel Raymond Lewis, 
1979, c1970.
Before Endeavours Fade: A Guide to the Battlefields of the First World 
War: Rose E. B. Coombs, 1979, c1976.
Arlington: Arlington Historical Society, 2003, c2000.
An American Legacy: The Oglebay Story: Isaac M. Flores, 1982.
Iron, Industry and Independence: A Biographical Portrait of Courtney 
Burton, Jr.: American Industrialist and Patriot: Donald J. Jonovic, c1986, c1985.
A Legacy in Brick and Stone: American Coastal Defense Forts of the 
Third System, 1816-1867: John R. Weaver II, 2001.
Then Along Came Joe: A Walker Family History Beginning with George 
Walker, Sr., of Botetourt County, Virginia: Wilma Walker Dunlap, 1982.
The Military History of the Virginia Military Institute from 1839 to 1865: 
Jennings C. Wise, 1915.
Bits of History: West Virginia American Baptist Youth: W. Eber Bowles, 
1987.
The Battle for New York: The City at the Heart of the American 
Revolution: Barnet Schecter, 2002.
The Naval War of 1812: Theodore Roosevelt, 1999, c1882.
Amateurs, to Arms!: A Military History of the War of 1812: John R. Elting, 
1995, c1991.
The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict: Donald R. Hickey, 1989.
Almost a Miracle: The American Victory in the War of Independence: 
John Ferling, 2007.
Splintering the Wooden Wall: The British Blockade of the United States, 
1812-1815: Wade G. Dudley, 2002.
South Carolina and the American Revolution: John W. Gordon, 2003.
Concise History of the American Revolution: David C. G. Dutcher, 1999.
The War of 1812 in the Chesapeake: Ralph E. Eshelman, Scott S. Sheads, 
and Donald R. Hickey, 2010.
“Out of the Whirlwind” by Dorothy Davis [play program]: Harrison County 
Centennial Year Committee, [1962].
Book of the Royal Blue, March 1907: Jamestown Exposition: Volume X, 
No. 6, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 1907.
Slaves for Hire: Renting Enslaved Laborers in Antebellum Virginia: John 
J. Zaborney, 2012.
Midnight Rising: John Brown and the Raid that Sparked the Civil War: 
Tony Horwitz, 2011.
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New Titles
section all reach the Ohio. The 
Monongahela, one of the main 
constituents of the Ohio, is formed 
in Virginia, by the junction of the 
West Branch and Tygart’s Valley 
River, and beyond the Pennsylvania 
line it receives the Cheat River, 
which descends from Greenbrier 
Mountain; this stream is navigable 
by boats for some distance, but the 
other branches are broken by falls. 
Little Kanawha rises in the same 
district with the West Branch of the 
Monongahela, but the other branches 
are broken by falls. Little Kanawha 
rises in the same district with the 
West Branch of the Monongahela, but 
its navigation is obstructed by falls. 
The Great Kanawha, the principal 
river of western Virginia, rises in 
the Blue Ridge in North Carolina, 
and bears the name of the New River 
until it unites with Gauley River. 
The Greenbrier, above the latter, 
and Elk and Coal Rivers below it, 
are its chief tributaries; steam-boats 
go up to Charleston, 60 miles. The 
Guyandotte and Big Sandy enter the 
Ohio below the Kanawha”
	 “The State is divided into 
115 counties, comprising the two 
cities of Richmond and Wheeling, 
the borough of Norfolk, and the 
towns of Portsmouth, Williamsburg, 
Petersburg ,  Freder icksburg , 
Char lo t t esv i l l e ,  Lynchburg , 
Lexington, Fincastle, Urbanna, &c. 
Of the counties, 36 are in the Tide-
water Section, 30 in the Middle, 17 
in the Great Valley, and 32 in the 
Trans-Alleghany Section. It is to be 
observed, that the country drained 
by the New River, though physically 
belonging to the Valley, is politically 
connected with the Western Section, 
in the statements which follow in 
regard to population and divisions.” 
[Charts with population per county 
given as “Total” and “Slaves” not 
included in these excerpts.] 

Continued on the next page

Continued from the previous page
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Official Program: 34th Annual Reunion of the West Virginia Elks 
Association: The Elks, 1942.
Romney, WV, 1762-2012: 2012 Calendar: [2011].
2012 Coal Heritage Calendar: Trains and Tipples: [2011].
Centerville: A novel: Karen Osborn, 2012.
Conflict and Command: John T. Hubbell, ed., 2012.
David Brinkley: David Brinkley, 1995.
New Deal Photographs of West Virginia, 1934-1943: Betty Rivard, editor, 
2012.

Thank you to Greta Samples of Elkview, WV, for donating festival programs:

West Virginia Strawberry Festival Programs: 1963, 1964, 1966, 1971, 1973, 
1974, 1975, 1976, 1979, 2003.
Mountain State Forest Festival Programs: 1956, 1965.

Thank you to Georgia A. DeBlois of Exeter, NH, for donating West Virginia 
and Appalachian cookbooks:

Old Timey Recipes: 3rd ed., Phyllis Connor, 1970.
Gilmer County Volunteer Fire Department Cookbook: The Dept. Support 
Group, [no date].
A Taste of Thomas: 2nd ed., Thomas Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, 2003.
Volunteers for Joe Manchin Cookbook: Joe Manchin Campaign, 2004.
Our Favorite Recipes: Kanawha County Library Staff Association and Friends, 
1987.
Favorite Recipes of Appalachian Seniors: Senior Companions and Foster 
Grandparents of Region VII Aging Services, Inc., [no date].
Mountain Measures: A Collection of West Virginia Recipes: Junior League 
of Charleston, 1976.
Fiddlers Favorite Foods, Volume 3: National Old Time Fiddlers Association, 
1987.
More Than Beans and Cornbread: Traditional West Virginia Cooking: 
Barbara Beury McCalllum, 1993.
Favorite Eastern Star Recipes: Olde Family Favorites Including Menus: 
Eastern Star, 1966.

We appreciate the donation by Henry Z. Jones of San Diego, CA, of his 
works on Palatine immigrants, and we thank Rick Greathouse for assisting 
in acquiring the donation:

The Palatine Families of New York: A Study of the German Immigrants 
Who Arrived in Colonial New York in 1710:  2 volumes, 2006, c1985.
More Palatine Families: Some Immigrants to the Middle Colonies 1717-
1776 and Their European Origins, Plus New Discoveries on the German 
Families Who Arrived in New York in 1710:  2010, 1991.
Even More Palatine Families: 18th Century Immigrants to the American 
Colonies and Their German, Swiss and Austrian Origins: 3 volumes, 2002.
The Palatine Families of Ireland: 2012, c1990.

Regarding donations, if you have books and other printed materials you 
would like to offer to the West Virginia State Archives, e-mail Robert 

Donations

Continued on the next page

	 The following counties, later to 
be included in West Virginia, are in the 
“Great Valley Section” list: Berkely 
[sic], Hampshire, Hardy and Jefferson 
(4 out of 17). These counties are in 
the “Western, or Trans-Alleghany 
Section” list: Brooke, Braxton, 
Cabell, Fayette, Floyd, Greenbrier, 
Harrison Jackson, Kanhawa [sic], 
Lewis, Logan, Marshall, Mason, 
Monongalia, Monroe, Nicholas, Ohio, 
Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, 
Tyler, and Wood (22 out of 32).
	 The following sections quote 
Report of the Geological Reconnoissance 
[sic] of the State of Virginia, made 
under the appointment of the Board 
of Public Works, by William Barton 
Rodgers, 1836.
	 “The Great Valley Section 
consists of an elevated table-
land between the Blue Ridge and 
the Alleghany chain, form 1200 
to 1500 feet above the sea. It is, 
however, traverse by several 
mountain chains, forming numerous 
subordinate valleys, at once fertile 
and picturesque, and constituting 
a region of singular wildness and 
beauty. Its [sic] rare combination 
of great agricultural resources with 
extraordinary mineral riches, must 
one day render it the seat of a 
populous and wealthy community. 
At the lower end of the valley 
stands the town of Harper’s Ferry, 
celebrated for the majestic scenery 
in its vicinity, which has already 
been described. The town has a 
population of about 2000 inhabitants, 
and contains three churches, two 
academies, several large flour and 
saw-mills, an Arsenal of the United 
States, containing about 80,000 
stands of arms, and an Armoury for 
the manufacture of firearms. . .To 
the north is the thriving and busy 
little village of Martinsburg, with 
1600 inhabitants. It contains two 
flour-mills, a brass and iron-foundery, 

Continued on the next page

“Geography” continued from page 5



Please check our Web site (http://www.wvculture.org/history)  for genealogical 
and historical society meeting announcements, and for more complete 

information on activities listed below.

“THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY: WEST VIRGINIA’S 
GIFT TO THE WORLD,” EXHIBIT, through 

January 13, 2013: Culture Center, Charleston.

ST. ALBANS CHRISTMAS HISTORIC HOMES TOUR, 
December 1: St. Albans.

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS HOME TOUR AND TEA, 
December 1–2: Julia-Ann Square Historic District, Parkersburg.

FOURTH ANNUAL SHOWCASE, December 4: 
Archives Library and Great Hall, Culture Center, Charleston.

BRAMWELL HOLIDAY TOUR OF HISTORIC HOMES, 
December 8: Bramwell.

“HOLIDAYS AT THE HALL,” December 15: West Virginia 
Independence Hall, Wheeling.

CHRISTMAS EVE, December 24: Archives Library 
will be open half day only. Watch for possible updates.

CHRISTMAS DAY, December 25: Archives Library will be closed.

NEW YEAR’S EVE, December 31: Archives Library 
will be open half day only. Watch for possible updates.

NEW YEAR’S DAY, January 1, 2013: Archives Library 
will be closed.

*Only the Archives Library will be staffed—all other Archives offices will be 
closed. The West Virginia Library Commission Library in the Culture 

Center  is closed weekends and all holidays.
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Taylor, bobby.l.taylor@wv.gov, or 
Susan Scouras, susan.c.scouras.
gov. For photographs and other 

Check out Archives and History’s 
YouTube and Facebook Pages

http://www.youtube.com/user/wvarchivesandhistory

http://www.facebook.com/pages/West-Virginia-Archives-
and-History/168933289812323

images, contact Debra Basham, 
debra.a.basham@wv.gov. For any 
type of moving image, contact Dick 
Fauss, richard.e.fauss@wv.gov. 
You may call any Archives and 
History staff member at (304) 558-
0230. Even if our catalog or other 
online listings show that we already 
have a copy, especially if yours 
is in excellent condition, please 
consult with us. Sometimes we want 
duplicate copies and sometimes your 
copy may be better than ours.

a woolen-manufactory, tanneries, 
&c. The northwestern counties of 
the Valley contain no considerable 
towns, but they are remarkable for 
their luxuriant river-bottoms, their 
treasures of coal and iron, and for 
the bold and grand features of the 
scenery.” (p. 526-27)
	 “The southwest corner of the 
State is a wild, broken, mountainous 
tract, interspersed with fine valleys, 
and richly stored with mineral 
treasures, including salt, coal, lead, 
iron, copper, gypsum, limestone, and 
valuable medicinal springs.” (p. 527-
28)
	 “Passing down the valley of 
the New River, whose foaming 
and broken torrent and abrupt, 
towering cliffs present many scenes 
of wild grandeur, we enter the green 
meadows and cultivate fields of the 
Great Kanawha. Charleston, the 
principal town of this region, is a small 
village with about 1000 inhabitants, 
situated in the midst of the great salt-
works of the Kanawha. Guyandotte, 
at the mouth of the river of the dame 
name, is a noted landing-place for 
travelers from the western waters 
to the eastern States. Clarksburg 
and Morgantown are thriving villages 
on the Monongahela. Wellsburg, on 
the Ohio surrounded by rich beds 
of coal, is the seat of considerable 
trade and manufacturing industry; 
here are several large four and saw-
mills, three flint and cut-glass works, 
several cotton and woolen-mills, salt
works, &c., and about 40,000 barrels 
of flour are annually shipped from the 
town. Population, 1500.”  (p. 528)

“Donations” continued from page 6“Geography” continued from page 6



West Virginia Division of Culture and History
The Culture Center
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, WV 25305-0300

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU.

Archives 
and History

WEST VIRGINIA

Let us know what you find helpful in the 
newsletter, and what new topics you would 
like covered. Contact West Virginia Archives 

and History News Editor Susan Scouras, 
(304) 558-0230, Ext. 742, or by 

e-mail: susan.c.scouras@wv.gov.
www.wvculture.org/history

NEWS

Joe Geiger.....................................................................................................................................................................  Director 
Bryan Ward.................................................................................................................................................. Assistant Director
Debra Basham.....................................................................................................Archivist (photographs, special collections)
Constance Baston................................................................................................ Researcher (Veterans Memorial Archives)
Kyle Campbell ................................................................Cultural Program Specialist (county records preservation project)
Dick Fauss...............................................................................................Archivist (microfilm and moving images collection)
Denise Ferguson.............................................................................................................................. County Records Archivist
Allen Fowler...................................................................................................................................................... Special projects
Elaine Gates...................................................................................... Library Assistant (microfilming and microfilm repairs)
Ed Hicks..................................................................................................... Photo Archivist (archival photography, darkroom)
Susan Holbrook..........................................................................................................................................................Secretary 
Mary Johnson...............................................................................................................................................................Historian 
Terry Lowry.................................................................................................................................Historian (Veterans records)
Randy Marcum.............................................................. Cultural Program Associate (county records preservation project)
Cathy Miller.............................................................................................................Library Assistant (WV State documents)
Harold Newman...................................................................................Library Assistant (microfilming, Revolutionary War)
Susan Scouras........................................................... Librarian (cataloging, Kentucky, library collection, newsletter editor)
Jaime Simmons.................................................... Library Assistant (records of the 1700’s and early 1800’s, Pennsylvania)
Bobby Taylor................................................................................................................................................... Library Manager
Volunteers....................................................................................Carolyn Conner, Bill Kelley,  James Wilburn, Rachel Ward, 

and Patricia Richards McClure
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